Envelope V3 region sequences of Cuban HIV-1 isolates.
The origin of HIV-1 species, responsible for the AIDS epidemic in Cuba, is a subject that has been intensely debated. This study represents an initial attempt to shed light on this issue, through sequence analysis of the V3 regions of viruses isolated from 15 Cuban subjects. We now report that these viruses fall within three distinct, well-recognized groupings. These findings suggest that viruses of different sources are responsible for the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Cuba.